Parish Office:

Lynlea Forbes

email: mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz
Address:

24 Forbury Road, Dunedin 9012;
Phone 4558933

Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 9am-2pm

Parish Priest:

Fr Michael Hishon,

email: mgtph62@gmail.com

Ph 0274170127

Assistant Priest:

Fr Joseph Nguyen,

email: jos.nguyenlong@gmail.com
Ph 0211099230

Trinity Catholic College Chaplain
Fr Vaughan Hook,

email: fatherhook@trinity.school.nz

Alpha Co-Ordinator:
Liz Rose
Email: roseliz8555@yahoo.com

Sick & Housebound Co-Ordinator:
Adrienne Ryan
Ph 4761520 or phone the Parish Office

Mass Times:

Mercy Parish

32 Macandrew Road, Dunedin
Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm

Sunday 9.30 am & 11.00 am

Weekday Masses

Mercy Chapel - Mon to Sat - 9am
Tuesday - 12.10 pm

Thursday - 6.00 pm

School Masses
St Bernadettes Wed 9th Sept @ 11.10
St Brigid’s Fri 4th Sept @ 10.30

Reconciliation
Cancelled Saturday the 29th August.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:
11.00am -12 noon First Saturday of the
month in the Basilica.

Samoan Mass

172 Corstorphine Road
1st Sunday of the Month -11.00am

Broad Bay Queen Mary of Peace
721A Portobello Road
3rd Sunday of the Month -11.00am

Filipino Mass
4th Sunday of the month - 6.00pm

Online Mass can be viewed either on the
Mercy Parish Webpage
(mercyparishwhanauaroha),

or the Mercy Parish facebook.

We Prayerfully remember

Mercy Parish-Whanau Aroha
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What does it mean to be Catholic

Diocesan Youth Day
Join us for Faith, Fun & Fellowship with other young people from
across the Dunedin Diocese
Saturday, 5 September 2026
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sacred Heart Parish, Invercargill (449 North Road) All youth are
welcome—bring a friend!
REGISTER HERE: www.cdd.nz

Catholic Social Services

_ This month the Tap and Go
Whanau Caregivers Support Group

will support Catholic Social
Services run the Support
Group for grandparents who
support families as
caregivers. They will be
most grateful for any support
that they can receive.

Fr Chris Skinner Charity Concert
Tickets Still Available - $20

Join us for an uplifting afternoon of music
and inspiration.

Sunday, 6 September 2026
® 2.00 pm
@ Trinity College Auditorium

Tickets: $20 To purchase tickets, please
contact:
. 03 489 8120

nanonagletrust@gmail.com
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Discernment of Gifts for Ministry

| find it quite an interesting conversation with Jesus and Peter, where
Jesus firstly names Peter @s rockd gn which he will build his church,
then after a few more conversations, he chastises Peter for trying to take
control, and tells, Satan, not Peter, do get behind meo

This passage helps me to share with you all the guidelines in todays
bulletin and online, about @iscernment of gifts for ministry.6 As parish
priest one of my callings is to call you all, as disciples to involvement in
the community.

Like Peter, Jesus calls us too, despite our shortcomings and
inadequacies that Peter often expressed, to courageously come forward
and make ourselves available for service, using our God given talents.

I'm aware that many of the ministries in our community to which we
are called are not that clear about there routines, talent required and
commitment needed, but neither did Peter know exactly what he was
being invited to be involved with.

On Sunday the 13" at all three masses you will be called by the parish
priest, to carefully reflect upon some questions about your call as
disciples to come forward and serve according to your God given
talents. Despite all the possible obstacles that might arise in your
thoughts, like Peter , | invite you to let them go and really trust the Holy
Spirits inkling of your thoughts and feelings urging you into commitment
out of love for God and neighbour.

The questionnaire is a call, that is stronger than an invitation, to pray for
the courage to offer yourselves in charity.

Obviously, there will be a delay and possible training and explanation of
ministries that you put your name down to, so dond panic about the next
roster having your name to it.

Be aspirational too, and suggest a new ministry that you might like to be
part of and even help develop as well, in order to help satisfy the hunger
burning inside of you to give back to God in gratitude through service.

Fr Michael



DISCERNMENT OF GIFTS FOR MINISTRY

Everyone in the church is called to minister to it in some way: fiThere are different kinds
of spiritual gifts but they are given by the same Spirit. The Spirit®& presence is shown in
some way in each person for the good of all.6(1Cor 12:4-6). fWhether they are
exceptional and great or simple and ordinary, gifts are graces of the Holy Spirit that are
useful for the church community, ordered as they are for the building up of the church,
to the wellbeing of humanity and to the needs of the world.6(CL ch2sec24 par2).

Ministry is the calling of every baptised Christian, using the gifts of God which are in
every person, to work to bring about the reign of God in a local Community: Thi
kingdom comeo

Before parishioners can effectively minister, they need to discern what their particular
gifts are. What are your strengths? What do you most enjoy doing? How has God
blessed you? These are your gifts or charism.

When we identify our gifts we can respons to the call for involvementsecure that we are
best suited for that particular work we have undertaken in the parish.

Gifts fall into two main categories, being and doing.

Gifts of being are often, through not always, honed in suffering e.g. through the death of
a child, through having cancer, through a broken marriage, through suffering
depression.

People with gifts of being, either by nature or experience, minister well in pastoral
situations. They know how others are feeling and can minister compassion,
encouragement, trust in God, the constancy of their care.

Gifts of doing are often, but not always, honed through our work e.g. gifts of
craftmanship, skills in housekeeping, in management, in music, in nursing, in the
professions, in flower arrangement.

Somewhere amongst them all are my gifts waiting to be discerned, acknowledged and
confirmed.

A simple and effective way of discerning our gifts is with a person we trust and who
knows us well, or in a small group where people have set aside time for this exercise,
where each one can speak candidly of their strengths (perhaps for the first time).

Some parishes use special questionnaires prepared for use in this process of parish
discernment of gifts.

Once our gifts are confirmed in us we are ready for effective involvement e.g. play the
organ, administer finance, care for church linen, oversee buildings, visit the sick,
prepare others for sacraments, lead parish groups.

Some training is needed for many, though not all of these ministries, and should be
provided by the parish.

The parish priest and his team call parishioners to involvement and co-ordinate the
various parish ministries.

Some people may have gifts for which there is at present no particular ministry. Perhaps
the Holy Spirit is calling the parish to introduce something new.
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B Season of Creation 2026

Immersion in Living Water
EZEKIEL 47:9,12

During the ecumenical Season of Creation (1 Sept — 4
Oct) Christians throughout the world are invited to give
thanks for the gifts of creation, celebrate, pray and take
action to care for creation. This year& theme is Living

water and we are invited to let God& living water flow
through our lives. iiThe s y mb aepicts water flowing

from the Temple of God - at first a tiny stream that grows

deeper, and deeper and as it does so, it brings life to

dead areas and restores fertility to damaged or barren
ecosystems. Through living water comes healing; but in
order to receive new life, we too must step into the water
and also become part of God& river of life, taking part in

the healing of creation. d&rorh page 10, Season of
Creation Celebration Guide, https://
seasonofcreation.org/]

Social Justice Week, 6 — 12 September 2026
You Belong to God | Na Te Atua ano koe

Every person carries an irreplaceable dignity — not

earned, not given by others, but woven into us by
the God who made us.
Pope Leo XIV

Each year, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference lead us in Social Justice Week to
consider an issue of social justice

in Aotearoa. This year marks the beginning of a

three-year journey exploring what it means to truly

belong — to God, to one another, and to creation.
We begin with the first and most
important thread: we belong to God, made on

purpose, fully known, and unconditionally loved. We
hope people will begin this journey by reflecting on

their own sense of belonging, and
on the truth that every person& worth comes not

from what they achieve, but from who made them.

For resources and more information visit:
www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-
week.

PUKEHIKI COMMUNITY CHURCH
Spring Celebration Community Service
followed by Afternoon Tea in the Hall

3pm Sunday 30 August 2026
The Pukehiki Church Trust invites
Mercy Parish parishioners to its
ecumenical Spring Celebration
Community Service that will be
celebrated by Fr Michael. The
organist will be Ron Newton, playing
the 1 8 8s(@ddal organ that he
restored in 2024

Suggestion box

Thankyou to those who have

used the suggestion box. If you sucGEsTioN
would 1d lil%e a personal repf,y

please leave contact details on your suggestion.

World Day of Prayer For The Care of
Creation- Tuesday 1 September

G'hey shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooksoflsaiah 2:4]

In his message for the Day of Prayer, which
also initiates the ecumenical Season of
Creation, Pope Leo notes that the call to “beat
swords into plowshares” (I 2:4) ‘invites us
to transform harm into life.’

Pope Leo continues: &Ve are called to allow our
hearts to be renewed, so that we might seek
peace and care for creationé If we take up this
task with humility and faith, we will become
collaborators in God& work of renewal. We will
move, slowly but surely, from desert to
garden, from division to communion, and
from violence to peace.

May the Lord grant us the courage to walk along this
path, so that in our time, swords may indeed be
beaten into plowshares, and the promise of the
Gospel may take deeper root in our world, and the
peace of Christ may reign over all of creation.6

Bookings for the Community Rooms We are
currently looking at changing the way we do the
bookings for the Bart Winters and Mercy Rooms.
If you are wanting to book either of these rooms
could you please now ring the Parish Office
4558933 or email: mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz  If
the office is unattended please leave a phone
message and we will get back to you as soon as
possible.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A
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Gospel:

If you are new to
our Parish and
would like to
receive the
£ - newsletter and
a8/ < other information by
WHY -+ email please phone
(4558933) at the
office and you can
be added to the
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