
 

 

Parish Office:    
Lynlea Forbes                                        
email: mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz  
Address:     
24 Forbury Road, Dunedin 9012;               
Phone 4558933 
Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 9am-2pm 
  
Parish Priest:     
Fr Michael Hishon, 
email: mgtph62@gmail.com  
Ph 0274170127                                    
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Joseph Nguyen,                                                        
email: jos.nguyenlong@gmail.com    
Ph 0211099230  
Trinity Catholic College Chaplain                                                                               
Fr Vaughan Hook,                                   
email: fatherhook@trinity.school.nz 
 
Alpha Co-Ordinator: 
Liz Rose  
Email: roseliz8555@yahoo.com 
 
Sick & Housebound Co-Ordinator: 
Adrienne Ryan 
Ph 4761520 or phone the Parish Office 
 
Mass Times: 
Mercy Parish 
32 Macandrew Road, Dunedin 
Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm 
Sunday 9.30 am & 11.00 am 
 
Weekday Masses                                 

Mercy Chapel  - Mon to Sat - 9am                           

Tuesday  - 12.10 pm                    

Thursday -   6.00 pm  

School Masses 
St Bernadettes   Wed 26thAug @ 11.10  
St Brigid’s   Fri 21st Aug   @ 10.30 
 
Reconciliation                                        

11.30-12 noon Saturday 

Exposition of the Blessed  Sacrament:   

11.00am -12 noon  First Saturday of the 

month in the Basilica. 

Samoan Mass 
172 Corstorphine Road 
1st Sunday of the Month -11.00am 
 

Broad Bay Queen Mary of Peace 

721A Portobello Road 

3rd Sunday of the Month -11.00am 

 

Filipino Mass 

4th Sunday of the month - 6.00pm 
 

Online Mass can be viewed either on the  
Mercy Parish Webpage 
(mercyparishwhanauaroha),  
or the Mercy Parish facebook. 

 

Mercy Parish-Whānau Aroha 
20th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A 

16th August 2026  

What does it mean to be Catholic 

                          A Woman of All Seasons 

I recall a memory of my mother calling me on the phone, 

she was passing on a message about my sister’s 

pregnancy. It was of course special news indeed, but what 

made it more so was because she was whispering to me as 

she was telling me the message, as many will know, it was 

supposed to be kept a secret for now. I needed to say, 

‘mum I can’t hear you, speak up, why are you whispering?’, 

and she replied, ‘not to tell anyone yet.’ It was very 

amusing, I whispered back, ‘okay, I won’t tell anyone.’ 

Good News! sometimes just can’t be kept a secret, not even 

Mary could withhold such great news, and along with 

maybe, a little mix of anxiety and fear, she rushed off to 

visit her friend Elizabeth to share her good news, who, of 

course, shared with Mary the news of her pregnancy as 

well. They spent three months together before she returned 

home.  

Along with many attributes such as; mother, friend, and 

relative, Mary is also called, The First Disciple, by virtue of 

several acts of faith, namely;  

responding, YES to the Angel and accepting the call to 

be the mother of Gods son, The Annunciation 

 upon falling pregnant, sharing her news, ‘The Good 

News’ as we know it now, with another, others, all 

peoples. The Visitation 

 as we read in the Magnificat, her thanksgiving to God 

for being chosen to be the mother of my Lord, and 

speaking as a prophet, in proclaiming ‘The Good 

News’ especially bringing hope to the down trodden.  

Praying to her loving God constantly for the child within 

her womb, and for the strength to be the best mother 

she could be.  

And assumed body and soul into heaven. The 

Assumption 

As the patron of the Catholic Church of New Zealand, we 

faithfully ask her to sit with us in prayer, and be confident 

that, she will continually be our mother, friend, relative, and 

fellow disciple, accompanying us, just ‘being with’ as we all 

journey together on the path of eternal life with Jesus or 

Christ.                                                                       

 

   Fr Michael 



 

 

21th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
1st Reading Isaiah 22.15,19-23 

2nd Reading:    Romans 11.33-36                    

Gospel: Matthew 16.13-20 

There is still time to register for the Footsteps of 
Pompallier Pilgrimage, taking place from 24-27  October 
2026! Pilgrims will walk 100km over four days in 
Hokianga, following in the                                                  
footsteps of Bishop Pompallier.   
Spaces are very limited, so don’t miss                                
out on this special opportunity!   
To register go to the official                                                     
pilgrimage website: www.fopp.nz  

Suggestion box 
Thankyou to those who have                                       
used the suggestion box. If  you                                    
would ld like a personal reply                                    
please leave contact details on your suggestion. 

Fr Chris Skinner  Live in Concert     
Tickets Available! 

 
Tickets for Fr Chris Skinner's Concert are now 
available to purchase $15 each up until the 16th 
August or $20 after that. 
Date: Sunday 6 September 
Time: 2.00 pm 
Venue: Trinity Catholic College Auditorium 
We also have raffle tickets available to purchase, with 
some awesome prizes to be won! Raffle tickets are 
$5 each. 
Teenaka will be at Mercy Parish on Sunday 16 
August, between Sunday Masses, if you would like to 
purchase concert or raffle tickets in person. OR you 
are welcome to pop into the   St Brigid's School 
office 
If you have any questions, please contact Teenaka on 
021 660 195. 
We look forward to seeing you there for an 
inspiring afternoon of music, faith, and community 
while supporting the Nano Nagle Charitable Trust 
who support children/ families who need financial 
help to attend Catholic Schools. 

For the month of August The Mercy Parish Tap 
and Go eftpos machine will support hospitality in 

our Parish. 

Diocesan Hui – 29 August, 10:00 am – 2:30 
pm | Mercy Parish, 42 Macandrew Rd, 
Dunedin 

Nau mai, haere mai—all are welcome! 

We are fortunate to have Manuel Beazley (Vicar 
for Māori, Auckland Diocese) speaking at our 
Diocesan Hui, who will share his experience as a 
New Zealand representative at the Synod 
sessions in Rome and discuss the importance of 
indigenous perspectives on synodality. We will 
also gather in small groups to reflect on where 
the Spirit is leading our Church to be welcoming, 
participatory, and outreaching. Lunch will be 
provided! Registration is essential for catering 

Diocesan Youth Day 

Join us for Faith, Fun & Fellowship with other young 
people from across the Dunedin Diocese 

Saturday, 5 September 2026  
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

Sacred Heart Parish, Invercargill (449 North Road) 
All youth are welcome—bring a friend! 
REGISTER HERE: www.cdd.nz 

Long Term Volunteer Opportunities in the 
Australia-Pacific Region - The Cagliero Project, 

Salesians of Don Bosco 
 

We are seeking long term (6-12 month) 
volunteers for departure in January 2027 to 
work with young people in our Salesian 
communities in Samoa, Cambodia, Timor 
Leste, Solomon Islands and Mongolia.  
Applications close October 31st, 2026. Send us 
an enquiry - www.cagliero.org.au or 
lhichaaba@salesians.org.au. 

We Prayerfully remember 
those  

who have died recently: 
Kevin O’Sullivan 
 and for those who      
 have anniversaries   

 at this time: 
Alma Delahunty 

Please keep the children                     
of our parish and schools                     
in your prayers as they                          
prepare for the                              
sacrament of Confirmation. 

As a proud Colombian and a longtime New Zealand citizen, I am reaching out to ask for your support 
regarding my homeland, which was recently struck by a massive earthquake. 

Trusted organizations such as the Red Cross Colombia, UNICEF Colombia, and The House Project, are 
currently leading the relief and fundraising efforts.  Regards Lina  

Only Two 

weeks left 

for Soup & 

Buns 

http://www.fopp.nz/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAO__a5T-49UOU1TQVRFTkVIUFBMN08yVEk3QVdXVVA4Uy4u&route=shorturl
http://www.cdd.nz
http://www.cagliero.org.au/
mailto:lhichaaba@salesians.org.au

