
 

 

Parish Office:    
Lynlea Forbes                                        
email: mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz  
Address:     
24 Forbury Road, Dunedin 9012;               
Phone 4558933 
Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 9am-2pm 
  
Parish Priest:     
Fr Michael Hishon, 
email: mgtph62@gmail.com  
Ph 0274170127                                    
Assistant Priest: 
Fr Joseph Nguyen,                                                        
email: jos.nguyenlong@gmail.com    
Ph 0211099230  
Trinity Catholic College Chaplain                                                                               
Fr Vaughan Hook,                                   
email: fatherhook@trinity.school.nz 
 
Alpha Co-Ordinator: 
Liz Rose  
Email: roseliz8555@yahoo.com 
 
Sick & Housebound Co-Ordinator: 
Adrienne Ryan 
Ph 4761520 or phone the Parish Office 
 
Mass Times: 
Mercy Parish 
32 Macandrew Road, Dunedin 
Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm 
Sunday 9.30 am & 11.00 am 
 
Weekday Masses                                 

Mercy Chapel  - Mon to Sat - 9am                           

Tuesday  - 12.10 pm                    

Thursday -  6.00 pm  

School Masses 
St Bernadettes  Wed 24th June @ 11.10 
St Brigid’s          Fri   26th June @ 10.30          
 
Reconciliation                                        

11.30-12 noon Saturday 

Exposition of the Blessed  Sacrament:   

11.00am -12 noon  First Saturday of the 

month in the Basilica. 

Samoan Mass 
172 Corstorphine Road 
1st Sunday of the Month -11.00am 
 

Broad Bay Queen Mary of Peace 

721A Portobello Road 

3rd Sunday of the Month -11.00am 

 

Filipino Mass 

4th Sunday of the month - 6.00pm 
 
Online Mass can be viewed either on the  
Mercy Parish Webpage 
(mercyparishwhanauaroha),  
or the Mercy Parish facebook. 

 

Mercy Parish-Whānau Aroha 
12th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A 

21st June 2026  

What does it mean to grow in faith?  

The Way of the Early Church  -  A Movement that Continues  

This is a well written meditation from Brian McLaren, from his writings, “The 

Great Spiritual Migration”. Its worthy of some serious reflection and even shared 

discussion, how we can draw from it for our faith Community today….. 

On page after page [of the Gospels], Jesus and his disciples practiced movement 

dynamics in Galilee, Judea, and Samaria. Jesus seized the opportunity for change created 

by unrest in Galilee … by the injustices of the Roman occupation, and by corruption 

among the religious elite. He framed his message through a powerful central image 

(kingdom of God), a unique art form (parables), and through powerful slogans 

(“Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand,”… “Love your enemies,” “Deny yourself, 

take up your cross, and follow me,” for example). He developed a protest and messaging 

strategy that included public teach-ins (the Sermon on the Mount), demonstrations 

(healings, exorcisms, feeding of the five thousand), guerrilla theater (his triumphal 

entry into Jerusalem), and advanced action-reflection leadership training (deployments 

and retreats with disciples). 

His mobilizing structures included the three, the twelve, the seventy, and special two-by-

two initiatives. In addition, he taught his disciples to build allies among “people of 

peace,” and to be willing to let people walk away if they were not ready for the 

demands of movement involvement. He developed rituals of initiation (baptism) and 

renewal (Eucharist), calling people to initial commitment and strengthening them for 

the long haul. His movement culture was unique and distinctive, characterized by feasts, 

parties, joyful processions, and outdoor festivals at which usually stigmatized and 

outcast people were warmly welcomed. He gave women an unprecedented level of 

responsibility in his movement, and among his inner circle he included people of 

diverse gifts and temperaments, from a poet like John to an activist like Simon the 

Zealot to a steady pillar like Peter (at his best). His movement culture also emphasized 

the value of contemplative solitude and withdrawal to nourish the inner life and sustain 

the struggle over the long haul.... Their lives in the movement were characterized by 

great joy, great sorrow, and great love. 

I could see these same dynamics at work in Paul and his colleagues around the 

Mediterranean, as the “kingdom of God” movement expanded to the far corners of the 

earth. And I could see similar patterns reemerging throughout Christian history—in 

the desert fathers and mothers, in Saint Patrick and the Celts, in Saint Francis and Saint 

Clare, in the Wesleys and the early Pentecostals, in Dr. King and Desmond Tutu, in 

Dorothy Day and Oscar Romero. Since its earliest and most dynamic centuries, 

Christianity has been most vital when it has been energized by movements of self-

organizing—or perhaps we should say “Spirit-organizing”—cells. These cells have 

taken root and grown like seeds in communities and institutions. There they have 

grown, multiplied, and borne fruit—fruit in just and vibrant institutions, fruit in 

thriving, peaceful, joyful communities. 

E.g. in our own community we have: The St Vincent de Paul Society, and 

parished based: St Francis Trust Charity, English Language Classes, Friday Lunch 

for public, Passionist Family Groups, Catholic School Education, and visitation. 

Where might you wish to be serving.                                        Fr Michael 



 

 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
1st Reading 2 Kings 4.8-12a, 14-17 

2nd Reading:    Romans 6.3-4, 8-1115                    

Gospel: Matthew 10.37-42 

Tap and Go Machine: For the duration 
of this month and next month the tap 
and go will support the Suppers and 
Morning Teas after Mass.   Many thanks 
for your generous support of these 
collections. 

Youth and Young Adult Eucharistic Retreat with 
St. Carlo Acutis relic 

This Saturday, 20th June (12pm–8pm) at Little 
Sisters of the Poor, 295 Brockville Road)  

Any enquiries: Contact Deacon Iosefa Setu at 
027 280 8772 
There is also a poster on the Mercy Parish 
Facebook Page. 

Magnifica Humanitas & AI 

Join us on Thursday 25th June at 7pm in the new 
Catholic Social Services building, (42 Macandrew Rd) for 
an insightful evening as Fr. Gerard Aynsley gives an 
overview of Pope Leo’s recent encyclical letter, Magnifica 

Humanitas. Together, we will consider how we can 
respond with faith to the emergence of new 
technologies and work to safeguard the human 
person. All are welcome. 

Bookings for the Community Rooms  We are 

currently looking at changing the way we do the 

bookings for the Bart Winters and Mercy 

Rooms.  If you are wanting to book either of 

these rooms could you please now ring the 

Parish Office 4558933 or email: 

mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz     If the office is 

unattended please leave a phone message and 

we will get back to you as soon as possible.    

Planned Giving   If you would like to pay your planned 

giving by online banking the details are as follows:  South 

Dunedin Parish Account 06-0901-0054866-15.   If you 

would like an Automatic Payment form you can find these 

in the foyer on the glass shelf.  Please put your name as 

reference and “PG” as code.  If you are new to our Parish 

and would like to receive the newsletter and other 

information by email please also phone and you can be 

added to the Parish List.  

CARING FOR CREATION AND ALL OUR PEOPLE:  

Climate Action, Business, Tipping Points and 
Transition:  

Climate change is no longer a future risk. SCAN invites 
you to hear Professor Sara Walton speak on the 
intersection of climate action, business, systemic change, 
the action businesses are taking in Aotearoa and explore 
how economies transform.  Is Business leading the 
change? (Koha). Monday 29 June, Noon, DCC Library, 
4

th
 Floor. Refreshments afterwards. Nau mai ki te katoa!  

www.seniorsclimateactionnetwork.org  

Current of Grace Charismatic Mass 
We welcome you to join us in worship and 

prayer, celebrating 
our monthly Charismatic Mass with 

Fr Michael Hishon 
Thursday Evening – 25th June 2026 at 7.00 

pm 
St Peter Chanel Church, 242 Main South 

Road, Green Island 
A food basket will be offered for the St Vincent de 

Paul 
If you would like to find out more, please call 

either. 
Kathy Mayo 473 7115 or                                     

Greg Wansink 027 432 8838 

Synodality Discussion 

Thursday 25th at 1.00 pm in the Catholic Social 
Services( new building)  All welcome. 

Peters Pence – Special Collection  

Next Sunday 28th of June falls near to the feast of Saints Peter and Paul. To coincide with this feast there 
is a special collection which goes toward supporting the ministry of Pope Leo. Over recent years this 
collection has fallen away, largely due to the fact that many of us no longer use planned giving envelopes. 
If you would like to contribute to this collection please place your contribution in an envelope with your 
name, address and planned giving number (if you have one). Thank you. 

We Prayerfully remember 
those  

who have died recently: 
 

Kang, SoonDuck  
Sr Mary Molloy 

 
 and for those who      
 have anniversaries   

 at this time: 

Jolan Evan Speizer 

mailto:mercy.parish@xtra.co.nz
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